
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

MID-WEEK EXTRA 
 

March 9, 2010 
 
Dear Saint Teresa of Avila School Families, 
 
We are enjoying warmer temperatures, snow melt and sure signs of spring and new life!  Let us 
continue to rejoice in all of the miracles, large and small which God provides!  
 

    
PALUMBO FOUNDATION GRANTPALUMBO FOUNDATION GRANTPALUMBO FOUNDATION GRANTPALUMBO FOUNDATION GRANT::::      We recently received the very good news that our school 

has been awarded a $20,000 grant from The Palumbo Foundation.  In December, 2090, we 
submitted a proposal for our Technology Enhancement program.  These funds, along with half of 
our “grand collections” and the Triathlon, will be used to purchase two brand new mobile 
computer labs, flash drives for students in Grades 5-8 and additional SMARTBoards, all of 
which we hope will be in place before the end of the current school year!  
 You may recall that last year we received a $10,000 grant from The Palumbo Foundation 
which was used for The Ehrman-Palumbo Science Lab. 
 In addition, we have also received funds through the Diocese of Pittsburgh and Act 
90/195 funds to purchase another SMARTBoard and we have received a brand new laptop 
computer which is replacing an office computer which is seven years old. 
 These are all blessings to continue to improve our ever improving school programs! 
 Of course, we remember all of our benefactors in our grateful prayer! 
 

    

FATHER JIM RUGGIERO:  Our former pastor, Fr. Jim Ruggiero, died Tuesday, March 9, 

2010.   He will be viewed at Devlin’s on Wednesday, 3/10, from 2:00-4:00 and 7:00-9:00 and 
Thursday, 3/11, 2:00-4:00 p.m.  A Mass of Translation will be celebrated at 7:00 p.m.  The Mass 
of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Friday, 3/12, at 11:00 a.m.  God grant him eternal rest. 
 If parents would like to take their children to the funeral Mass, they may do so.  Only 
students who are accompanied by their own parent may attend.  Kindly send in a note if your 
child or children will attend the funeral and meet you student at the office.  There will not be a 
school Mass on Friday and school lunch period will begin at 11:10 a.m.  
 

800 Avila Court •Pittsburgh, PA  15237  
412-367-9001 



Due to the need to use Schoppol Hall for visiting priests who will be attending the funeral and 
vesting in that area, cafeteria service will not be available on Friday.  It will be necessary for 
students to bring a lunch. 

 

 

 

ST. TERESA OF AVILA FISH FRY: 
 Please be reminded that families of students in Grade 6 are asked to supply baked goods 
for this coming Friday which may either be brought to school or to Schoppol Hall on Friday.  
Thanks in advance. 
 Future “baked goods assignment days” are 3/12, Gr. 6 and 3/19, Gr. 7-8. 
 
 

STUDENT REGISTRATION   2010-2011: You have received the 

registration packet for 2010-2011.  As noted in the letter which was included in the packet, 
actual tuition figures will be determined once we have firm numbers for next year.  Many 
schools now have registration prior to setting tuition.  Be assured that we will do all in our 
power to contain costs and thus contain tuition amounts. 
 
The packet contains the registration form for the coming school year as well as the tuition 
assistance packet.  Kindly review all information and return the completed form as soon as 
possible. 
 Please note that the tuition assistance packet must be mailed by March 15, 2010, and 
requires Fr. Bob’s signature for Kindergarten-Grade 8 and my signature for prekindergarten.  
Also be reminded that St. Teresa of Avila matches, dollar for dollar any assistance given by the 
diocese for students in Kindergarten through Grade 8. Please contact Mrs. Mundie and she will 
be happy to provide forms for you.  
 

 

MARCH  COLLECTION:  Our collection this month will continue to be for TECHNOLOGY 
ENHANCEMENT and general fund raising.  The funds raised by the Pajama Party on Tuesday, 
March 23, 2010, will be our only collection.  We are hoping for 100% participation for this fun 
event.  Participants may wear pajamas over appropriate shorter clothing (shorts, t-shirts, etc.)  
Weather permitting slippers may be worn or changed upon arrival at school.  A stuffed animal 
may also be brought.  The day will end with “buddy” story time from 2:20 to 2:50 p.m. 
 

STUDENT/PARENT STUDENT/PARENT STUDENT/PARENT STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK:HANDBOOK:HANDBOOK:HANDBOOK: The following revision to the school handbook will 
go into effect immediately:  

DISCIPLINE CODE 
Rationale: 
Our educational philosophy is centered on spiritual growth and awareness, 
gospel values, academic excellence, personal responsibility and good 
citizenship.  Good manners, integrity and self-discipline are essential to future 
success. 
Our philosophy regarding discipline stresses that students share in the 
responsibility of maintaining an atmosphere within the school that is conducive to 
wholesome Catholic Christian living and learning.  All students have the right to 
an education free from the interference of others. 



 
Infractions of the discipline code include and are not limited to the following: 

• threatening and/or harassing behavior, including but not limited to, 
degrading comments, sexual comments, threatening comments; 

• cheating 

• stealing 

• extortion,  

• leaving school grounds without permission, and 

•  fighting. Aggressive physical contact including and not limited to hitting, 
punching, scratching, kicking and biting, will result in immediate 
notification of parents and pastor and immediate in school suspension for 
at least one day. 

 
 (The preceding actions are subject to the immediate notification and intervention 
of the principal and may result in the immediate notification of the 
parent/guardian.)   (p.8) 

 
 

Please notPlease notPlease notPlease noteeee important information below: important information below: important information below: important information below:    
DIOCESAN DATA BASE/PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDRENDIOCESAN DATA BASE/PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDRENDIOCESAN DATA BASE/PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDRENDIOCESAN DATA BASE/PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN    

Please note that, as of March 1, 2010, those without a complete file as 

noted below will be unable to participate as a volunteer in school related 

activities. 

Individuals with incomplete files were notified.  Those who returned the 

needed information are able to participate as chaperones and other school 

related activities involving our students. 

 
As part of our on-going effort to provide maximum safety and security for all of our students we 
are continuing our efforts to have all of our adults who work with our children in any way to 
have a complete file on our diocesan database.  Currently we have over 271 adults registered and 
are working diligently to have the records complete and up to date. We have 179 adults who 
have a complete file with all items noted below.  All adults who are involved in any school 
related activity must have, or be in the process of completing the following:   

� Registration on the diocesan database.  Register at www.diopitt.org, Use password 
“protect.”  Those of you not yet registered are encouraged to do so.  

� State Police clearance  Completing the application provides this. 
� Child Abuse clearance  When you complete the registration mentioned above, a form 

will be sent from school which you are asked to return and we will process that for the 
individual.  Protecting God’s Workshop  This two and a half hour workshop is scheduled 
frequently throughout the diocese on line at the above site. 

 

Two workshops are scheduled for Monday,  March 22, 2010, at 8:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. in 
the school library.  Please register on line at the above address. 
 

� Code of Pastoral Conduct  Once the database registration is complete, a copy will be 
given to you to read and complete the form at the end of the booklet. 

 



While this is a somewhat involved process, I cannot stress too strongly its importance in 
providing a safe environment for each of our students! 
 

TUITION PAYMENTS:  Thanks to all who are current in making tuition payments.  

One hundred percent of the yearly tuition will be due March 1, 2010.  All families having at least 
90% of the annual tuition paid have access to Gradebook.   
 

SPRING BASKETBALL NEWS:  This coming weekend concludes the Athletic Association 

Basketball Tournament held the first two weekends in March.   
Our girls team will play in the championship game on Saturday at 12:45 p.m. Admission 

is $5.00 per family. 
 
 
Please remember in your prayers all who are sick, those who have died,  and for peace in our 
world. 
 
Blessings,     

 
Sister Karen R. Brink, OSB 
Principal 
 
 

  Our first school delay is now history.  As soon 
as I receive notification from the North Hills School District, I notify KDKA radio and WPXI 
TV.  Both post it on their websites and make announcements.  In addition, at 6:00 a.m. or later, if 
the notification comes after 6:00 a.m., all families will be notified via our ONE CALL telephone 
messaging system.  The announcement will also be on our school website.  

H1N1   

Please continue to use your good judgment in keeping your child home if he or she is 
demonstrating sickness.  Also, if you are requesting homework, it must be requested by 8:30 a.m. 
and it cannot be picked up until after 3:15 p.m.  Thanks for your cooperation and consideration. 
 
  
 
 
Our ONE CALL communication was used to notify you that this week’s EXTRA is available on 
line and no paper copy will be sent home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through our doors walk the most important people in the world ~ Our Students. 


