
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MID-WEEK EXTRA 

 
January 19, 2010 

Dear Saint Teresa of Avila School Families, 
 
These frigid days remind us that the warmth of God’s love is available to all of us through prayer 
and good works and love.  May you feel the lovely warmth in your homes! 
 

CALL FOR ACTION: THINK AND ACT GLOBALLY AND LOCALLY!   
We continue to have numerous opportunities to demonstrate our faith in action and by doing this, 
allow our “faith to grow!”  Hopefully, you received the flyer about the “Souper Bowl Food 
Collection” as well as the request to help the victims of the hurricane in Haiti.  Both of these 
collections will do a tremendous amount of good to our neighbors locally as well as those miles 
and miles away.  These are wonderful opportunities to teach our children how to be generous to 
others.  More importantly, they are learning from you the importance of reaching out to others 
less fortunate.  Thank you for your generosity in these two areas. 
 We will have a personal connection in Haiti as the Bensch children’s paternal grandfather 
is joining a medical team and will spend several weeks there.  Please keep all who minister there 
in prayer. 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE PLANNED  On Sunday, January 31, 2010, we will kick off Catholic Schools 
Week with an Open House from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  This will be a wonderful time to 
showcase our school, see student work, meet teachers and invite other interested families to learn 
more about us.  Please mark your calendars!  Please also encourage other families who may be 
interested in St. Teresa to attend. 
 Last week we were informed that our near neighboring school, Saint Athanasius, will not 
be accepting registrations for the coming year.  This is truly a sad event in the history of the 
school and parish and I would invite you to remember the community in your prayer during this 
time of transition.  If you know any of the families from St. Athanasius, please let them know 
that we would love to have them join us as part of our school community and please mention our 
Open House to them. 
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MOBMOBMOBMOBILE COMPUTER LAB  ILE COMPUTER LAB  ILE COMPUTER LAB  ILE COMPUTER LAB  By the end of this week we hope to have a mobile computer lab up 
and running on the main floor of our school.  This is the result of upgrading the laptops we 
received from Highmark this past summer, the diligent research and application of results by 
Mrs. Scalise and Mr. Levicky, and funds available from our technology fundraiser of a few years 
ago.  By the spring we hope to have another brand new mobile lab in The Ehrman-Palumbo 
Science Center and at least one more brand new mobile in the building.  Funding is already 
available for each of these projects! 
 

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION   Registration   for ALL new students will 

be held on Monday, February 8, 2010, from 8:30 a.m to 2:30 p.m.  (Families from St. 
Athanasius are welcome to register earlier than this date.)  This is especially important for new 
students who will be entering our Prekindergarten program for three and four year olds and full 
day and half day kindergarten.  Items needed for registration are original birth certificate, 
baptismal certificate, current immunization records, and social security card. (Copies of  these 
will be made  and returned immediately.  A $150.00 registration fee (non-refundable) which is 
applicable to tuition  is also required.  The entire process takes about fifteen minutes.  Several 
drawings for Bonus Buck gift cards will be held for those who register on February 8!  For 
further information, please call the school office. 
 
 

QUARTER  COLLECTION  During the month of JANUARY we  continue to collect“a grand  of 
quarters”…We are well on our way…and if you join the “Quarter Club” through a $10.00 gift we 

will achieve our goal.   We have already collected over $500.00 in quarter donations! All “coin” 
gifts are split between TECHNOLOGY ENHANCEMENT and general fund raising.  
 

RECYCLING EFFORTS TEMPORARILY HALTED  RECYCLING EFFORTS TEMPORARILY HALTED  RECYCLING EFFORTS TEMPORARILY HALTED  RECYCLING EFFORTS TEMPORARILY HALTED  Diana Arnold 
has recently received information telling us that at this time the collection of juice boxes, yogurt 
cups and other items has been stopped.  We will notify you when the collection will begin again 
so at this time we are asking that none of the items that Terracyle has been accepting be sent to 
school. 
 We are recycling paper, toner cartridges and cell phones! 

H1N1   

Please continue to use your good judgment in keeping your child home if he or she is 
demonstrating sickness.  Also, if you are requesting homework, it must be requested by 8:30 a.m. 
and  it cannot be picked up until after 3:15 p.m.  Thanks for your cooperation and consideration. 
 
 

DIOCESAN DATA BASE/PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN   

 
As part of our on-going effort to provide maximum safety and security for all of our students we 
are continuing our efforts to have all of our adults who work with our children in any way to 
have a complete file on our diocesan database.  Currently we have over  200 adults registered 
and are working diligently to have the records complete and up to date. We have 143 adults who 
have a complete file with all items noted below.  All adults who are involved in any school 
related activity must have, or be in the process of completing the following:   



� Registration on the diocesan database.  Register at www.diopitt.org, Use password 
“protect.”  Those of you not yet registered are encouraged to do so.  

� State Police clearance  Completing the application provides this. 
� Child Abuse clearance  When you complete the registration mentioned above, a form 

will be sent from school which you are asked to return and we will process that for the 

individual.  This form will be processed by the Commonwealth and 
returned to YOU and you are asked to return it to school. 

� Protecting God’s Workshop  This two and a half hour workshop is scheduled frequently 
throughout the diocese on line at the above site. 

 
Please register on line at the above website. 
 

� Code of Pastoral Conduct  Once the database registration is complete, a copy will be 
given to you to read and complete the form at the end of the booklet. 

 
While this is a somewhat involved process, I cannot stress too strongly its importance in 
providing a safe environment for each of our students! 
 

 

TUITION PAYMENTS  Thanks to all who are current in making tuition payments.  
Eighty  percent of the yearly tuition is due January 1.  All families having at least 70% of the 
annual tuition paid have access to Gradebook.  Report cards will be distributed on January 28, 
2010, to all families having paid that amount.  Reminder letters were sent out last week. 
 
Please remember in your prayers all who are sick, those who have died, and for peace in our 
world. 
 
Blessings,  
Sister Karen R. Brink, OSB 
Principal 
 
 

  Our first school delay is now history.  As soon 
as I receive notification from the North Hills School District, I notify KDKA radio and WPXI 
TV.  Both post it on their websites and make announcements.  In addition, at 6:00 a.m. or later, if 
the notification comes after 6:00 a.m., all families will be notified via our ONE CALL telephone 
messaging system.  The announcement will also be on our school website. 
  
 
 
Our ONE CALL communication was used to notify you that this week’s EXTRA is available on 
line and no paper copy will be sent home. 

                                                                                                                                                                           
Through our doors walk the most important people in the world ~ Our Students. 


