Saint Teresa
fAvila*School

MID-WEEK EXTRA

September 8, 2009
Dear Saint Teresa of Avila School Families,

Our first full week of school went smoothly and we enjoyed our first holiday. The days are filled
with “growing faith and abounding excellence” and you will continue to see and hear more and
more about this as the year progresses!

SHOES FOR GREENE COUNTY Remember that tomorrow,

September 10, 2009, is our Shoe Drive for children in Greene County. All are invited and
encouraged to bring in a new pair of children’s shoes or make a donation of $10.00 ($20.00 per
family), enjoy a dress down day, and receive a coupon for a dress down day of choice. We look
forward to a great participation!

OPEN HOUSE/ CURRICULUM EVENING We look forward to seeing everyone

at the meeting and the individual sessions that follow. On Monday, September 14, 2009, at 6:15
in Henninger Hall you will have the opportunity to hear what’s being planned for our school for
the coming year. There will also be a number of “tables” which will be of interest to you.
Following the meeting and beginning at 7:10 p.m. you will be able to visit classrooms and hear
presentations by our faculty on the various courses that are being presented. This will give you
time to more fully understand the scope of particular classes as well as the expectations. In
addition, by that date you will be able to review curriculum notes on our website. Sessions will
be held for Grades 1-8 and our early childhood parents are encouraged to attend the meeting as
well as to look in on some of the older grades. A schedule is available and follows this letter.
Hope to see you there! (We are strongly suggesting that this is an adult only meeting.)

The Ehrman-Palumbo Science Room Dedication Please circle the date and keep

Sunday, October 4, 2009, at 1:30 open as this will be the date when we will officially dedicate
our new science room. The event will feature a brief prayer service and will be followed by a
pasta dinner in Henniger Hall. Watch for more information in the mail soon!



TEcH You may have read the note in the parish bulletin during the summer

about the gift of “new to us” laptop computers from Highmark. We are in the process of making
them “classroom ready” and hope to soon have a mobile computer lab up, running and available
to our students for various projects. We are anticipating a sum of “stimulus money” to be
available once the state budget is passed and a portion of these funds will be available for this
upgrade. Depending on the funds available from stimulus funds which will be designated for
technology improvement, we are also looking to purchase additional Smartboards.

I would like to invite you to become involved in one or two (or both) committees which will take
an active part in moving the project forward.

The first is a “grant-writing” committee which will pursue grants for funding an additional
“brand new” mobile computer lab as well as additional Smartboards for classrooms. Since we
were so very successful in fund raising for The Ehrman-Palumbo Science Room, we believe that
similar efforts will also be successful in our technological advancement! The first grant writing
meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 23, 2009, at 2:00 p.m. in Schoppol Hall.

In addition, the annual Triathlon will be held at the end of October and we will need a committee
with lots of energy to plan this event. The first meeting of the Triathlon will be held Friday,
September 18, 2009, at 2:00 p.m. in the Art Room.

A GRAND MONTH FOR PENNIES: The pennies are rolling in as well as cash and

checks from many, making them members of the “Penny Partners”. Don’t forget to ask friends,
relatives, and neighbors for pennies. Remember, they will be used for a new mobile computer
lab and Smartboards as well as the general education program or our school! The penny
collection will continue all during September...and guess what we’ll be doing in October!

Did someone send in $10.00 in rolled pennies? There was no name attached. Please let
us know if you did!

As of this writing we have 45 members of Penny Partners (gifts of $10.00 or more) and
we know that list will continue to grow!

HAN1 ALERT: We will continue to be as vigilant as possible in this regard. More
information will follow soon.

DIOCESAN DATA BASE/PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN As part of our on-going
effort to provide maximum safety and security for all of our students we are continuing our
efforts to have all of our adults who work with our children in any way to have a complete file on
our diocesan database. Currently we have over 200 adults registered and are working diligently
to have the records complete and up to date. By October 1, 2009, all adults who are involved in
any school related activity must have, or be in the process of completing the following:



Registration on the diocesan database. Register at www.diopitt.org, Use password
“protect.” An application form is included for those of you who may wish to know the
information required. Those of you not yet registered are encouraged to do so.
State police clearance - Completing the application provides this.
Child Abuse clearance - When you complete the registration mentioned above, a form
will be sent from school which you are asked to return and we will process that for the
individual.
Protecting God’s Workshop - This two and a half hour workshop is scheduled frequently
throughout the diocese. One is scheduled here at St. Teresa of Avila on Thursday,
September 17, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.
Code of Pastoral Conduct - Once the database registration is complete, a copy will be
given to you to read and complete the form at the end of the booklet.
Child Protective Services - A copy will be given to you to read and complete the form at
the end of the booklet.
While this is a somewhat involved process, | cannot stress too strongly its importance in
providing a safe environment for each of our students!

USING STUDENT PICTURES: A form was sent home requesting your permission to
use your child’s photo in our various publicity events. Kindly complete that and return it to
school as soon as possible.

OTHER FORMS: There were numerous forms sent in the opening day packet. Kindly
review them all and return to school as soon as possible. Each form has unique information and
is important in and of itself. Thanks for your cooperation.

SAFETY CONCERNS: Please do not leave your car unattended and running at any
time while you are on our property. Also in the morning, please do not park in the front of
school in the morning between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. so as to allow for smooth traffic flow of
busses and other vehicles. And finally, students may only enter the building at 8:00 a.m. since
there is not always someone to supervise them and provide for their safety. Students arriving
before 8:00 a.m. are to check in at Extended Care in the library.

GRADEBOOK Our computerized grade book is up and running for the 09-10 school year.
All new families (K-8) will receive a letter with instructions for setting up Gradebook for the
first time. For returning students, all user ID’s and passwords remain the same. If you have
misplaced yours, please email: pscalise@saintteresas.org and your ID and password will be sent
to you via return email. Prekindergarten does not use the gradebook system.

TUITION PAYMENTSs Thanks to all who are current in making tuition payments.

Forty percent of the yearly tuition is now due. This amount must be paid by September 30 in
order to have access to students’ grades.

Please remember in your prayers all who are sick, those who have died, and for peace in our
world.



Sincerely,

Sister Karen R. Brink, OSB
Principal

Our ONE CALL communication was used to notify you that this week’s EXTRA is available on
line and no paper copy will be sent home.
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